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Undead in the South 
LSU Press to Publish Collection of Essays on the Undead in Southern Literature 

 
Baton Rouge—Depictions of the living dead in the American South are not limited to our modern 
versions, such as the vampires in True Blood and the zombies in The Walking Dead. As revealed in the 
forthcoming essay collection Undead Souths, to be published by LSU Press in October, physical 
emanations of southern undeadness are legion. But undeadness also appears in symbolic, 
psychological, and cultural forms, including the social death endured by enslaved people, the Cult of 
the Lost Cause that resurrected the fallen heroes of the Confederacy as secular saints, and mourning 
rites revived by Native Americans forcibly removed from the American Southeast. 
 
To capture the manifold forms of southern haunting and horror, Undead Souths explores a variety of 
media and historical periods, establishes cultural crossings between the South and other regions 
within and outside of the U.S., and employs diverse theoretical and critical approaches. The result is an 
engaging and inclusive collection that chronicles the enduring connection between southern culture 
and the refusal of the dead to stay dead. 
 
Eric Gary Anderson is associate professor of English at George Mason University and the author of 
American Indian Literature and the Southwest: Contexts and Dispositions. 
 
Taylor Hagood is associate professor of American literature at Florida Atlantic University and the 
author of Faulkner’s Imperialism: Space, Place, and the Materiality of Myth and Faulkner, Writer of 
Disability. 
 
Daniel Cross Turner is associate professor of English at Coastal Carolina University. He is the 
author of Southern Crossings: Poetry, Memory, and the Transcultural South. 
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To request a review copy or set up an interview with the editors, 
please contact Jenny Keegan at jenniferkeegan@lsu.edu. 
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