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Cary Holladay Publishes Sixth Book of Fiction 
Interconnected Stories Explore Three Generations of Family in Rural Virginia 

 
“A book of short stories is not usually what you would call a page turner, but Cary Holladay’s Horse 

People may be an exception. You gallop along breathlessly—not because you are aiming for the finish 
line, but because the writing is so wonderful you keep going, enthralled, never wanting this gorgeous 

prose to end.” —Bobbie Ann Mason, author of Shiloh and The Girl in the Blue Beret 
 
Baton Rouge—Set in the pastoral horse country of Rapidan, Virginia, the stories in Cary Holladay’s Horse 
People chronicle the lives of the Fenton family through the Civil War, the Great Depression, and World 
War II. At the center of these interconnected stories is Nelle, a northern debutante who marries into the 
Fenton family and establishes herself as their stern and combative matriarch. 
 
Nelle’s arrival in Virginia sets up the familial conflict: The Fentons, though well-respected millers and 
horse-breeders, remain yeoman farmers, whereas Nelle grew up in a wealthy, urban environment. Her 
high-brow sensibility creates animosity within her new family and fosters resentment among the rural 
poor. Headstrong and contentious, Nelle relies on an almost supernatural connection with horses to 
escape the hostility that surrounds her. As Nelle ages and experiences the sweeping cultural changes 
and hardships of early twentieth-century America, she comes to symbolize everything she once 
challenged in this community. Through these multi-generational stories, Holladay draws on the folklore 
and history of her native Virginia and examines the cultural, racial, gender, and economic tensions that 
pervaded the entire nation.  
 
Cary Holladay is the author of two novels and three story collections. Her writing has appeared in New 
Stories from the South, The Oxford American, The Southern Review, Glimmer Train, and Tin House. She 
has received fellowships from the Tennessee Arts Commission, the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, 
and the NEA. She and her husband, writer John Bensko, teach at the University of Memphis. 
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